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The Queens Botanical Gardens
First LEED PlaƟ num project built by the City of New York
Queens, New York

1.
Exhibits



16 Joyce S.Lee, AIA

SECTIO
N

 3
The Queens Botanical Gardens
First LEED PlaƟ num project built by the City of New York
Queens, New York

1.
Exhibits



17 Joyce S.Lee, AIA

SECTIO
N

 3

DeclaraƟ on of Responsibility: 
I have personal knowledge that the Nominee performed in the capacity described above.

Signature 

AWARDS

10 Great Public Spaces by the 
American Planning AssociaƟ on Great 
Places in America Program, October 
2009 

PM Engineer Magazine Award for
Design Excellence, October 2009 

Award for Program Excellence, 
American Public Gardens AssociaƟ on 
(APGA), June 2009

AIA NaƟ onal ConvenƟ on Western 
Red Cedar (WRC) Architectural Design 
Award, May 2009

Top Ten Green Projects Award AIA, 
CommiƩ ee on the Environment (COTE), 
2008

“Best in New York State” Award, AIA, 
NY State, 2008

AIA NY Chapter Building Type Awards, 
Sustainability Honor,  2008

US EPA Environmental Quality Award, 
2008

Queens Chamber of Commerce Building 
Award, 2007

New York City Green Building Design 
Award, 2004

The Queens Botanical Gardens
First LEED PlaƟ num project built by the City of New York
Queens, New York

Architect of Record: BKSK Architects, LLC
Completed: 2007

Synopsis:

The Queens Botanical Gardens is located at the former World’s Fair Grounds, 
the Flushing Meadows Park.  Today this thriving garden is located in a diverse 
neighborhood where over 50 languages are spoken daily.  The new leadership 
decided in the early 2000s that the garden had outgrown its mid-century
adminstraƟ on building located near the entrance.  The master planning eff ort 
resulted in moving the new building to give the visitors a more welcoming entry 
sequence while making water a mjaor design theme.  BKSK Architects designed the 
Visitor & AdministraƟ on Center as a veritable encyclopedia of building techniques 
that conserve water, tap renewable energy, and work with nature to miƟ gate global 
warming.

The building’s auditorium has a planted green roof that reduces urban heat 
island eff ect.  It has solar panels that generate 17% of the building’s electricity and 
a geothermal heaƟ ng and cooling system that uses water pumped from an aquifer 
for the building’s climate control.  It also has two water recycling systems: one that 
uses rain water to fi ll a man-made watercourse and fountain, and a second system 
that cleans graywater from the building for reuse in public toilets.

At the ribbon cuƫ  ng ceremony in 2007, Mayor Bloomberg cited the Visitor & 
AdministraƟ on Center as a major asset in the city’s sustainability plan, PlaNYC 2030.  
The building was the fi rst publicly funded and constructed LEED PlaƟ num project in 
New York City.

Nominee’s Role:

•  Integrated the goals of the public in community design workshops during the   
    project evaluaƟ on phase. The theme of water became both the common cultural         
    and sustainability thread

•  Built consensus for a vision to surpass current sustainability benchmarks during      
    the early master planning phase

•  Recognized the opportunity between client and design teams in integrated design               
    charreƩ es during early design phases to support ambiƟ ous environmental goals.     
    Ensured the project was on budget while pursuing cuƫ  ng edge green features

•  Advised on green power purchase and embarked on devising citywide renewable 
    cerƟ fi cate allocaƟ on. This resulted in millions in capital project savings citywide         
    without sacrifi cing design quality

•  Helped Asian Americans, the dominant user group in the community, understand    
    the importance of sustainable design and construcƟ on, in an era where the most  
    rapid urbanizaƟ on in the world is occurring in Asia

•  Used the building as a didacƟ c tool in numerous professional seƫ  ngs, including    
    leading LEED training class for City staff  on site and a design tour during 

OpenHouseNewYork

Susan Lacerte, ExecuƟ ve Director, Queens Botanical Gardens

1.
Exhibits
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Whitehall Ferry Terminal
First Large Scale Intermodal Building with Photovoltaic Canopies
ManhaƩ an, New York
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DeclaraƟ on of Responsibility: 
I have personal knowledge that the Nominee performed in the capacity described above.

Signature 

Whitehall Ferry Terminal
First Large Scale Intermodal Building with Photovoltaic Canopies
ManhaƩ an, New York

Architect of Record: Frederic Schwartz Architects
Completed: 2005

Synopsis:

AŌ er a minor fi re broke out at the Whitehall Terminal at the southern Ɵ p of lower 
ManhaƩ an, the City recognized the opportunity to create a modern facility for 
commuters and tourists traveling between ManhaƩ an and Staten Island.  This 
intermodal facility is the ManhaƩ an Terminus of the Staten Island Ferry, which 
transports approximately 70,000 riders daily. With the growing popularity of ferry 
transit in the New York harbor, this facility’s rebirth ushered in a new era of water-
front reconstrucƟ on, vibrant design at the water’s edge and improved passenger 
accommodaƟ on.

The upgraded terminal, designed by Frederic Schwartz Architects/TAMS Earthtec, 
was completed in 2005.  The building, with three acƟ ve berths, features improved 
transit access, beƩ er pedestrian circulaƟ on and a new two-acre public plaza to 
enhance the ferry riders’ experience. The building is also located directly above 
three subway tunnels and a four-lane automobile tunnel. 

The interior includes a funcƟ onal, daylit, spacious, climate-controlled 
environment. At the roof access area, a state-of-the-art photovoltaic-powered 
system was designed as a civic icon on the waterfront and as a welcoming gesture 
to incoming passengers.  The iridescent blue of the photovoltaic panels refl ect the 
simmering color of the harbor, while the signature orange canopy matches the 
color of the ferry boats traversing the New York waters.

Nominee’s Role:

•   IniƟ ated the concept of green design and construcƟ on in a major capital project at  
     the Economic Development CorporaƟ on in the 1990s

•   Introduced the inclusion of sustainable design consultants in a 1999 value 
     engineering workshop to integrate energy effi  cient strategies during the design 
     phase.  This set the precedent of providing green design peers in value 
     engineering reviews of major capital projects in the city

•   IniƟ ated DOE energy simulaƟ on modeling studies for a large scale transportaƟ on  
     facility that served as a naƟ onal precedent for faciliƟ es with transient passenger   
     fl ow.  Collaborated with the mechanical engineers to develop non-standard model 
     assumpƟ ons to guide energy analysis. Resulted in the use of radiant fl ooring, 
     displacement venƟ laƟ on with reduced HVAC load

•   Secured state funding for photovoltaic structure and panels, a fi rst installaƟ on of     
      this size on a prominent public project in ManhaƩ an

David Kane, ExecuƟ ve Vice President, NYC Economic Development CorporaƟ on

2.
Exhibits

AWARDS

Project InnovaƟ ons Award, Buildings 
Magazine, 2006

Award of Merit, AIA New York State, 
2009

PUBLICATIONS

“BIPV Solar Rejuvenates NYC’s White-
hall Ferry Terminal”, Renewable Energy 
World, 2006

“Great Room with a View: Lower 
ManhaƩ an’s Newest Architectural 
Landmark: Whitehall Ferry Terminal “,
  The Architects Newspaper, 2005

“Take Me to the Rivers”, Oculus, 2004
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St. George Ferry Terminal
First Green Intermodal TransportaƟ on Terminal and Green Roof
Staten Island, New York
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DeclaraƟ on of Responsibility: 
I have personal knowledge that the Nominee performed in the capacity described above.
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St. George Ferry Terminal
First Green Intermodal TransportaƟ on Terminal and Green Roof
Staten Island, New York

Architect of Record: Hellmuth Obata + Kassabaum 
Completed: 2005

Synopsis:

The St. George Terminal is known as the “Gateway to ManhaƩ an” for the half mile 
Staten Island ferry ride between Staten Island and ManhaƩ an.   The upgraded St. 
George Terminal, serving both commuters and tourists, raises the roof line of the 
waiƟ ng room and allows abundant daylight into the pedestrian and passenger 
zone.  

Intermodal access connecƟ ng bus, rail, cars, and bicycle to ferry transit creates 
both challenges and opportuniƟ es for the building. A pedestrian walkway connects 
Richmond Terrace and the terminal entry, while another walkway provides a scenic 
link to the Richmond County Bank Ballpark, home to the Staten Island Yankees, 
which hosts 38 baseball games and 90 addiƟ onal events every year. 

Preliminary design for St. George started during the birth of the LEED raƟ ng 
system.  The design team included a green roof as research shows that this area 
of the New York Harbor falls within the migraƟ on path of monarch buƩ erfl ies.  
This pilot paved the way for many other green infrastructure projects in the fi ve 
boroughs. The building remained operaƟ onal during its enƟ re construcƟ on phase.  
As complex as the programming and sequence of construcƟ on was, the project 
achieved LEED CerƟ fi ed raƟ ng.

Nominee’s Role:

•   IniƟ ated the concept of seeking green cerƟ fi caƟ ons in a major project built by the   
     City of New York

•   Included LEED AP professionals on the value engineering team.  This set the 
     precedent of providing green design peers in value engineering reviews of major 
     capital projects in New York City

•   Introduced the energy and water saving opportuniƟ es through a demonstraƟ on  
     green roof to be located on top of the maintenance building as a pilot

•   Fostered a team eff ort to pursue green roof design and oyster bed culƟ vaƟ on to 
     demonstrate environmental and biodiversity benefi ts

David Kane, ExecuƟ ve Vice President, NYC Economic Development CorporaƟ on

3.
Exhibits

AWARDS

Design Excellence Award, New York City 
Arts Commission, 2002

Honor Award, AIA Staten Island Chapter, 
2006

PUBLICATIONS

“St George Ferry Terminal:  Ferry to a 
‘greener’ future” Green Bee - Buildings 
Energy Environmental,  2008
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AIA New York Chapter CommiƩ ee on the Environment

AIA CommiƩ ee on the Environment, New York Chapter
Tenure: 1998-2002

Synopsis:

The CommiƩ ee on the Environment (COTE) of the New York Chapter aims to lead, 
inspire and educate its members towards the dual objecƟ ves of Design + 
Sustainability. COTE organizes many engaging acƟ viƟ es and events which focus on 
leading architects, outstanding green buildings, current technologies and product 
research and sustainable design pracƟ ces.  With two co-chairs and a strong steering 
commiƩ ee, COTE is one of the most acƟ ve commiƩ ees in the chapter.  Below are the 
goals:

Learn: COTE will off er a diverse range of educaƟ onal opportuniƟ es, including 
lectures by leaders in the fi eld of sustainable design, workshops and informaƟ ve 
sessions aimed at “take home” knowledge, and informal fun events to experience 
sustainable design fi rsthand. Connect: COTE hopes to team up with members of the 
sustainable and design communiƟ es to network, collaborate and co-host events. 
PotenƟ al partners include professional organizaƟ ons, as well as other CommiƩ ees of 
the AIA New York Chapter. Promote: Through the website and direct outreach eff orts, 
COTE will promote sustainability messages beyond the design community to 
champion sustainability and good design, encourage a dialogue in the public domain, 
and foster an exchange of ideas. Under the strong leadership of the current co-chairs 
and the AIA president, two addiƟ onal lecture series have reached a naƟ onal audience 
today:  Building + Energy and Architecture 2030.

Nominee’s Role:

•  Developed a strategic plan and secured approvals from the board of directors to  
    become a formal commiƩ ee at the AIA New York Chapter in 1998

•  Created a lecture series as COTE founder on green design topics relevant to the New  
     York region and produced a booklet for disseminaƟ on

•   Reached out to design consultants working on current and potenƟ al New York City    
     projects to aƩ end lectures and to become familiar with green design topics to set the 
     stage for project implementaƟ on

•   Reinforced the professional development goals of the New York City High 
     Performance Building Guidelines by creaƟ ng a knowledge forum and roundtable 

•   Focused on building capacity of the new commiƩ ee, built an audience base through  
     quality programming and developed succession plans

•   Received AIA New York Vice PresidenƟ al CitaƟ on for Public Outreach in 2006, sharing      
      this honor with four successive chairs of COTE 

Fredric Bell, FAIA, ExecuƟ ve Director, AIA New York Chapter

4.
Exhibits
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AIA NaƟ onal CommiƩ ee on the Environment

AIA CommiƩ ee on the Environment, NaƟ onal
Tenure: 1999-2006

Synopsis:

The CommiƩ ee on the Environment (COTE) works to advance, disseminate, and 
advocate—to the profession, the building industry, the academy, and the public 
design pracƟ ces that integrate built and natural systems and enhance both the design 
quality and environmental performance of the built environment.  COTE serves as the 
community and voice on behalf of AIA architects regarding sustainable design and 
building science and performance.

The leadership team of the NaƟ onal CommiƩ ee on the Environment (COTE) was the 
source of green experƟ se for the AIA.  Their Ɵ reless advocacy made the InsƟ tute a 
prominent leader in the profession.  Joyce was appointed to the posiƟ on of Chair in 
2002. COTE and its partners craŌ ed the knowledge base behind the Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED v.1), a green building raƟ ng system currently 
used in over 100 countries.  The CommiƩ ee today is vibrant and acƟ ve in many green 
design and construcƟ on areas, augmented by local chapters’ support and strong 
leadership.

Nominee’s Role:

•  Led an asserƟ ve naƟ onal program to conƟ nue growth of the AIA Top Ten, an award   
    program on green design released on Earth Day each year. Processes developed under     

Joyce’s leadership, including a formalized jury process with vigorous criteria, resulted 
in a legacy eff ort that increased the entries mulƟ fold and is considered the premier 
source of sustainable design achievement

•  Spearheaded the Green RFP best pracƟ ces on the COTE website by interviewing 
    progressive clients around the country.  This led to a naƟ onal AIA publicaƟ on on best   
    pracƟ ces and a presentaƟ on at the AIA ConvenƟ on in the mid 2000s

•  Spearheaded the Deans’ Roundtable to discuss the future of green design. Today,   
    most architectural programs view sustainability as a core subject. ParƟ cipaƟ ng 
    universiƟ es included: Yale University, MassachuseƩ s InsƟ tute of Technology, 
    University of Pennsylvania, University of California, Berkeley, University of Michigan,  
     and University of Virginia

•  Renewed the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the AIA and the US   
    Department of Energy in 2002 to conƟ nue collaboraƟ on on the sharing of high 
    performance building data and developing important  metrics for the AIA Top Ten

•  Successfully led the AIA team in developing a MOU between the AIA and the US 
    Environmental ProtecƟ on Agency (EPA) for the InsƟ tute to execute in 2005.  This          

resulted in the mainstreaming of Energy Star Buildings and in creaƟ ng a subsequent       
naƟ onal conference on water and design

•  Spearheaded the local signing of EPA Region 2 and the AIA New York. Brooklyn and   
    Queens Chapters by inviƟ ng local chapter execuƟ ves to solidify regional collaboraƟ on   
    in the NYC Green Building Design CompeƟ Ɵ on award

James Binkley, FAIA, Former COTE Chair, 2011 Thomas Jeff erson Award Winner

5.
Exhibits
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Riverside Health Center
First Project DemonstraƟ ng LEED InnovaƟ on Credit for Physical AcƟ vity
ManhaƩ an, New York

6.
Exhibits
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Riverside Health Center
First Project DemonstraƟ ng LEED InnovaƟ on Credit for Physical AcƟ vity
ManhaƩ an, New York

Architect of Record: 1100 Architect
CompleƟ on Expected: 2012

Synopsis:

In 2004, one year prior to its becentennial, the New York City Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) launched Take Care New York to promote healthy 
lifestyles.  This new DOHMH program inspired a zealous invesƟ gaƟ on of the 
following quesƟ on:  How can the environment support physical and mental 
wellbeing? 

The design team, Department of Design + ConstrucƟ on, DOHMH and Offi  ce of 
Management and Budget representaƟ ves embarked on arƟ culaƟ ng answers to the 
above quesƟ on in physical terms - through wriƟ ng the InnovaƟ on Credit for the 
building’s LEED submission, seƫ  ng design criteria, and infl uencing design 
development.  The credit creaƟ on task is design policy driven as the criteria needs 
to be suitable for mulƟ ple project types in the future.  The InnovaƟ on Credit was 
approved by the US Green Building Council in 2009.  

This project became a case study in the AcƟ ve Design Guidelines as well as a 
precedent for other health departments around the country. Susequently, New York 
City was selected to be a mentor in the Center for Disease Control and PrevenƟ on’s 
CommuniƟ es Puƫ  ng PrevenƟ on to Work program.  Today, there are over 40 LEED 
projects naƟ onwide following the principles pioneered in this project. 

Nominee’s Role:

•  Developed the InnovaƟ on Credit matrix of acƟ ve design strategies, through the      
     redesign of stairs and the creaƟ on of exercise space, based on the  AcƟ ve Design        
     Guidelines

•   Provided guidance to the design and project team for resubmiƩ als when the
     innovaƟ on credit was fi rst rejected by the US Green Building Council 

•   Demonstrated to the US Green Building Council review team that this evidence    
     based design is well grounded in medical research by working with health
     professionals to devise a benefi ts matrix with the support of the Health 
     Commissioner

•   Embarked on using this acƟ ve design principle in all future Health Department 
     projects by updaƟ ng its design standards

•   Collaborated with 1100 Architect to develop the webpage for the project’s 
     InnovaƟ on Credit so that the innovaƟ on could be disseminated naƟ onally and 
     internaƟ onally for immediate use

David Burney, FAIA, Commissioner, NYC Department of Design and ConstrucƟ on

6.
Exhibits



26 Joyce S.Lee, AIA

SECTIO
N

 3
Via Verde, the Green Way
First AIA 150 Legacy Project on Sustainability & Health in Housing
Bronx, New York

7.
Exhibits



27 Joyce S.Lee, AIA

SECTIO
N

 3

DeclaraƟ on of Responsibility: 
I have personal knowledge that the Nominee performed in the capacity described above.

Signature 

Via Verde, the Green Way
First AIA 150 Legacy Project on Sustainability & Health in Housing
Bronx, New York

AWARDS

New Housing New York winner, 2006

Architect of Record: DaƩ ner Architects/Grimshaw Architects
CompleƟ on Expected: 2012

Synopsis:

While the Via Verde, the Green Way, is a front runner in acƟ ve design, this aff ordable 
housing project in the South Bronx is also a frontrunner in mulƟ ple design and 
planning categories.  The 2006 New Housing New York Legacy Project, led by the 
AIA New York with collaboraƟ on from mulƟ ple city agencies,  challenged design and 
development teams in a compeƟ Ɵ on to build mixed-income, mixed-use sustainable 
housing developments on a brownfi eld site that needed rezoning.

The Phipps-Rose-DaƩ ner-Grimshaw team won for their green-roofed “dialogue 
between city and garden,” expressed in a plan which combines a tower, low rise 
townhouses, courtyards, and roof terraces.  The project refl ects a commitment to 
create the next generaƟ on of housing while seƫ  ng a trend for healthy and 
sustainable living.  

A dynamic garden serves as the organizing element and idenƟ ty for the community.  
The garden begins at ground level and spirals upwards through a series of
programmed, south-facing roof gardens, creaƟ ng an acƟ ve outdoor promenade for 
physical acƟ vity.  The mulƟ funcƟ onal gardens for fruits and vegetable culƟ vaƟ on, 
passive recreaƟ on and social interacƟ on, also provides co-benefi ts of storm water 
control and enhanced roof insulaƟ on.  

The user friendly stairs leading to the building’s fi tness center is unprecedented in
aff ordable housing in New York.  This project received the fi rst approved LEED 
innovaƟ on credit with a focus on combaƟ ng childhood obesity, and served as a 
model for other projects naƟ onwide. 

At the recent groundbreaking ceremony, Mayor Bloomberg said “CreaƟ ng or 
preserving aff ordable housing is a challenge even in the best of Ɵ mes, and we all 
know that this is not the best of Ɵ mes.” 
 

Nominee’s Role:
•  Created an in-house understanding that this development deserves non-standard  
    budget review because of the high density, diverse unit types, unusual site 
    condiƟ ons and confi guraƟ on

•  Convinced the City review team that the green power allocaƟ on should be rewarded  
    because this development has exceeded minimum housing design requirements to      
    reach LEED Gold cerƟ fi caƟ on 

•  Approached the developer to consider the use of the nascent LEED InnovaƟ on  
    Credit for physical acƟ vity and brought the acƟ ve design criteria to the aƩ enƟ on of 
    the design and consultant team

•  Developed unique credit criteria (i.e children’s playspace, walkability to school) to   
    address childhood obesity with the help of health professionals

•  Steered the consultant team through mulƟ ple credit interpretaƟ ons, design 
    modifi caƟ ons and resubmission to receive InnovaƟ on Credit approval from the US       
    Green Building Council. The success of this augmented matrix in LEED New 
    ConstrucƟ on also became the new credit model in LEED for Homes

Jonathan F.P. Rose, President, Jonathan Rose Companies

PUBLICATIONS

“Breaking out of the Box” Aff ordable 
Housing Finance, August 2007

“New Housing New York Winner 
imagines a Sustainable South Bronx” 
Architectural Record, January 2007

“Working-Class Housing Complex Will 
Rise as Part of the Greenery”, New York 
Times, January 2007

“New York Selects Designers/Develop-
ers for the First Green Public Housing 
Contest” MulƟ -Housing News, January 
2007

“Team’s Green Vision Wins 
CompeƟ Ɵ on for Aff ordable Housing” 
Real Estate Weekly, January 2007

“Revenge of the Stairs” BriƟ sh 
BroadcasƟ ng Company Radio 4, 
September 2010 

“In a Bronx Complex, Doing Good Mixes 
With Looking Good” The New York 
Times, September 2011

7.
Exhibits
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AcƟ ve Design Guidelines
First Comprehensive Guidelines Addressing Green Health in Buildings
New York, New York
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AcƟ ve Design Guidelines
First Comprehensive Guidelines Addressing Green Health in Buildings
New York, New York

AWARDS

AcƟ ve Living Research TranslaƟ ng 
Research to Policy Award - Robert Wood 
Johnson FoundaƟ on, 2011

Grand Prize High Performance Building 
Awards, Beyond Green - Sustainable 
Building Industry Council, 2010

NaƟ onal Award for Smart Growth 
Achievement - United States 
Environmental ProtecƟ on Agency, 2010

Exhibits8.

Published by the NYC Department of Design and ConstrucƟ on
Complete: 2010

Synopsis:
Obesity and Type 2 diabetes are now epidemic in New York City.  The rise in obesity is 
directly Ɵ ed to the populaƟ on’s over-consumpƟ on of calories and under-expenditure 
of human energy, both are shaped by the built environment in which we live, work 
and play.  The AcƟ ve Design Guidelines established the need for design pracƟ ces to 
address today’s most prevalent chronic diseases, such as diabetes, heart diseases, 
stroke, and certain cancers. The Guidelines further provide architects and urban 
designers in New York City and beyond with a manual for creaƟ ng healthier buildings, 
streets and urban spaces.  

AcƟ ve design is environmental design that encourages stair climbing, walking, 
bicycling, transit use, acƟ ve recreaƟ on and healthy eaƟ ng.  Based on the latest 
academic research as well as best pracƟ ces and cost-eff ecƟ ve soluƟ ons developed 
in the fi eld, the Guidelines contribute toward a more livable and hospitable city 
promoted in Mayor Bloomberg’s Design + ConstrucƟ on Excellence IniƟ aƟ ve. The 
four chapters are:  1) Environmental Design and Health:  Past and Present,  2) Urban 
Design: CreaƟ ng an AcƟ ve City,  3) Building Design: CreaƟ ng  OpportuniƟ es for Daily 
Physical AcƟ vity, 4) Synergies with Sustainable and Universal Design.  

Nominee’s Role:
•  Developed the iniƟ al outline of the book arƟ culaƟ ng the vision of Commissioner         
     David J. Burney, FAIA

•  Served as coauthor on the core acƟ ve design guidelines team and primary author     
     on LEED related subjects

•  Focused on Synergies of AcƟ ve Design with Sustainable Design and Universal 
    Design and collected case studies for illustraƟ on purposes.  Photographed best    
    pracƟ ces for use in the book
•  Sought extensive feedback from the private sector design community to ensure its 
    applicability in policy and pracƟ ce

•  Incorporated feedback from OMB’s mulƟ ple budget task forces to idenƟ fy cost 
    eff ecƟ ve and value added soluƟ ons

•  Aligned content with concurrent City publicaƟ ons such as the Street Design     
    Manual from the Department of TransportaƟ on and the Inclusive Design 
    Guidelines from the Mayor’s Offi  ce of People with DisabiliƟ es

•  IdenƟ fi ed pivotal pilot projects during the wriƟ ng process to expedite 
    implementaƟ on. To date, the LEED innovaƟ on credit has been so successful that  
    the US Green Building Council is creaƟ ng an AcƟ ve Design Index and a pilot credit 
    for further mainstreaming acƟ ve design

David Burney, FAIA, Commissioner, NYC Department of Design and ConstrucƟ on
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AIMS Major Maintenance Report
First ConsorƟ um Report Addressing Waterfront Structures 
New York, New York
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DeclaraƟ on of Responsibility: 
I have personal knowledge that the Nominee performed in the capacity described above.

Signature 

Patrick King, Senior Vice President, Country Director US East, Halcrow Inc.

9.

AWARDS

PlaƟ num Award, American Council of 
Engineers Companies, 2009

ExhibitsAIMS Major Maintenance Report
First ConsorƟ um Report Addressing Waterfront Structures 
New York, New York
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Published by NYC Offi  ce of Management and Budget
Completed: 2008

Synopsis:

New York City has made great progress in redefi ning our waterfront as a criƟ cal asset, 
understanding the sense of place it can create, and reconnecƟ ng New Yorkers to the 
water as an addiƟ onal form of open space. With the construcƟ on of publicly accessi-
ble waterfronts in the fi ve boroughs, the City is seeing the equivalent scale of Central 
Park development for generaƟ ons to come. At the same Ɵ me, maintaining state of 
good repair, preserving criƟ cal environmental habitats and areas for mariƟ me uses 
are criƟ cal ongoing funcƟ ons.  

This best pracƟ ces report aims to help various New York City agencies address the 
complexiƟ es of providing long term maintenance while addressing water quality, and 
the increased levels of shipping, ferry traffi  c and construcƟ on acƟ vity.  The report also 
took into consideraƟ on innovaƟ on, sustainability, and life cycle value to enhance the 
longevity of our aging waterfront assets.  

The book is designed to complement the annual charter mandated AIMS report 
regarding state of good repair of the city’s major infrastructure.  At the Ɵ me of its 
wriƟ ng, there was no comprehensive major maintenance guide for piers, bulkhead 
and marinas. IllustraƟ on was key in this guide as many waterfront deterioraƟ on or 
maintenance breaches occur in inaccessible areas or are hidden during high Ɵ de.  
Through interagency, in-house collaboraƟ on and the consultant team work from 
Halcrow, GanneƩ  Flemming, Vine Associates, Ocean & Coastal Consultants and 
PennMax, the AIMS team won a major professional award from the American Council 
of Engineers Companies in 2009.

Nominee’s Role:

•  IdenƟ fi ed the need for a standardized approach to best pracƟ ces in major 
    maintenance on the waterfront

•  Represented OMB as the client to commission the report and developed the scope of 
     the project. Oversaw workshop parƟ cipaƟ on and the fi nalizaƟ on of the report

•  Reached out to fi rms with waterfront experƟ se and assembled the team of 
    consultants

•  Created a porƞ olio of secƟ onal diagrams and exisƟ ng condiƟ on photos of piers, 
    bulkheads and marinas at low-Ɵ de

•   Built consensus with senior staff  responsible for waterfront assets in the following   
     city agencies:  Dept. of Citywide AdministraƟ ve Services, Dept. of Design and 
     ConstrucƟ on, Dept. of CorrecƟ on, Dept. of Parks and RecreaƟ on, Dept. of 
     TransportaƟ on, Economic Development CorporaƟ on, Fire Dept. and Police Dept.
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First Comprehensive Citywide Green Building Guide Book
New York, New York
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DeclaraƟ on of Responsibility: 
I have personal knowledge that the Nominee performed in the capacity described above.

Signature 

Published by NYC Department of Design and ConstrucƟ on
Completed: 1999

Synopsis:
In the mid-1990s, New York City began laying the groundwork to introduce signifi cant 
improved energy- and resource-effi  cient pracƟ ces into its public faciliƟ es construcƟ on 
programs.  Policymakers sought to capitalize on the economic and environmental ben-
efi ts of green buildings. Plans for integraƟ ng sustainable pracƟ ces into municipal de-
sign and construcƟ on were developed by a core steering commiƩ ee of the NYC Green 
Buildings Task Force, an interagency collaboraƟ on organized by the Mayor’s Offi  ce of 
ConstrucƟ on, with the Offi  ce of Management and Budget (OMB) and the Department 
of Design and ConstrucƟ on (DDC).  

In the preparaƟ on of the High Performance Building Guidelines, signifi cant input was 
sought from the very technical and project management personnel from various 
agencies who would implement them on future projects.  Research gathered by the 
University ConsorƟ um group also proved to be invaluable towards the creaƟ on of a 
successful green buildings program. This book addresses site opportuniƟ es, energy 
and water conservaƟ on, material resources, integrated design and city process.  The 
Guidelines, with extensive illustraƟ ons of design examples, were published in 1999 
prior to the launch of the LEED green building raƟ ng system.  

The publicaƟ on has been regarded as a landmark guidebook for municipaliƟ es seeking 
to build green.  Grants from the New York State Energy Research and Development 
Authority and the Design Trust for Public Space were secured to augment the content 
and outreach.  

Nominees Role:

 • Represented OMB on the steering commiƩ ee of the NYC Green Buildings Task Force

•  InvesƟ gated naƟ onal best sustainability pracƟ ces for use in New York City at the onset    
     of the green building movement and idenƟ fi ed energy and water effi  ciency in 
     buildings as most pressing issues

•  Steered the University ConsorƟ um team to inform the structure and contents of the 
    Guidelines

•  Provided input to the Department of Design and ConstrucƟ on and the Mayor’s Offi  ce 
    of ConstrucƟ on during the wriƟ ng process

•  Produced photos for illustraƟ ons to highlight New York City leading by example

•  Reinforced the idenƟ fi caƟ on of pilot projects at the Department of Design and 
   ConstrucƟ on in an oversight capacity

•  Upon request from local municipaliƟ es, advised in the implementaƟ on of their green   
    building programs, including Cleveland, Minneapolis and Boston 

•  Spearheaded green building training for over 1,000 professionals across 20 city and 
state agencies.

Fredric Bell, FAIA, ExecuƟ ve Director, AIA New York, Former Assistant Commissioner, 
NYC Department of Design and ConstrucƟ on

10.
ExhibitsHigh Performance Building Guidelines

First Comprehensive Citywide Green Building Guide Book
New York, New York




